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Abstract

To fully understand the development and to enhance the quality of scholarship in fields
related to humanities and social sciences, it has been a primary task to establish a reliable and
sturdy mechanism of evaluating academic journals. For more than a decade, the tasks of
evaluation and accreditation were carried out by the subordinate academic research fields
under the Department of Humanities and Social Sciences of Ministry of Science and
Technology (abbr. MOST HSS) respectively. Since the standardization of evaluative
procedures has not been formulated yet, the scale of previous evaluations is overall limited,
the experience is not accumulative, and the credibility not well-established. For these reasons,
the Department of Humanities and Social Sciences of Ministry of Science and Technology
launched the “Evaluation Program for Academic Journals of Humanities and Social Sciences”
in 2011 in order to establish a sound review mechanism. Based on previous experience, this
new evaluation system stipulated clearer rules for evaluation organizations, evaluation targets,
distribution of weighted ratios, evaluation procedures, and evaluation objects and so on. By
doing so, it is hoped that the standards of evaluating academic journals will become all the
more moderate and coherent.

The evaluation of year 2012 contain four disciplines including Literature (Chinese
Literature, Taiwan Literature, Aboriginal Literature), Philosophy (including religious studies),
Linguistics (including language teaching), and History, and those interdisciplinary journals
checked one of evaluated disciplines as mentioned above. The evaluation of year 2012
contain six disciplines including Anthropological, Sociology, Psychology, Economic,
Management ( management I, management Il, finance and accounting ) and Regional study
and geography field, and those interdisciplinary journals checked one of evaluated
disciplines as mentioned above. The report of year 2012 and 2013 can be checked on the
website of MOST HSS and MOST RIHSS. The evaluation of year 2014 contain five

disciplines:  Foreign Literature, Law, Political Science, Education (including physical
i



education and library and information science ) , and Arts and those interdisciplinary journals
that checked one of evaluated disciplines as mentioned above.

In total, 116 journals took part in the 2014 evaluation, including 102 in the category of
specialized journals and 14 in the category of interdisciplinary journals. The number of
applications in each discipline is as follows: the discipline of foreign literature receives 12
applications from specialized journals and 6 from interdisciplinary journals; The discipline of
law receive 14 applications from specialized journals and 1 from interdisciplinary journals;
The discipline of political science receives 11 applications from specialized journals and 3
from interdisciplinary journals; the disciplines of education( including physical education and
library and information science ) receive 56 applications from specialized journals and 2 from
interdisciplinary journals; the discipline of arts receive 9 applications from specialized
journals and 4 from interdisciplinary journals.

To maintain high quality and balance between objectivity and subjectivity, this
evaluation adopted four major parts: Citation indicator, format indicator, questionnaire and
expert review. Finally, the result will be confirmed by grading meetings and coordination
meetings.

The fact that academic journals have been ranked according to the marks of
evaluation results has long been criticized for its incomprehensiveness. The report here
therefore only notifies the result of journal grading, and classifies the journals of the same
grade in alphabetical order. It is hoped that this evaluation will improve the quality of
academic journals and harmonize academic ecology but yet will not be misinterpreted or

become hardened rules.
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