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A decade has passed since the commencement of the curriculum reform 

in the mainland China and Hong Kong. The curriculum no longer lingers on 

ideal or formal level, but instead it has been penetrated into the class practice 

and real experience. This study adopts both formal analysis and comparative 

method, in terms of formal curriculum and instructional curriculum, to make 

a contrast between the reform policies in the mainland and in Hong Kong. 

The result reveals: in spite of the difference between the two, both care about 

knowledge economy and global curriculum reform tendency; “research, 

development and diffusion” model is introduced into both of their design of 

curriculum reform policy to be students-oriented and to work out flexible 

curriculum structure; Problems like teachers’ lack of enough capacity or the 

conflict between multiple assessment system and exam culture have arisen; 

as for the influence and result, the new curriculum reform on one hand has 

refreshed teachers’ idea and improved students’ ability, on the other hand it 

also indirectly affects the reform of teacher education; there is a gap in the 

actual practice between the two places, and the mainland, for its vast land 

and regional differences, is more apparent in this point; Decentralization is 

impeded both in the mainland and Hong Kong, especially in the mainland 

reform, it boosts the inequality in education.. 
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